
DUKE UNIVERSITY MEDICAL CENTER 

Department of Surgery 
Surgical Virology Laboratory 

March 27, 1985 

nr. Harold E. Varmus 
Department of Microbiology 
[Jniversity of California 
Room 8SE-405 
San Francisco, CA 94143 

Dear Harold: 

Thank you for sending the information concerning the nomenclature of 
the new human retrovirus. You are to be congratulated for takinp hold of 
the situation and your approach to resolving the burning issues. 

Insofar as my earlier letter to you is concerned, I would only suggest 
that you give consideration of the issues raised there ie., what criteria 
should be used to assign a proper name for the virus. The tables I 
included of similarities and differences need to be updated as new informa- 
tion has become available, but I'm sure your committee will see to that. 
Please regard my specific proposal as an exercise in how to approach the 
question rather than a specific recommendation. I still very much favor the 
term human T-lymphotropic retrovirus for the human isolates as a general 
designation and I have difficulties in separating too much the leukemia 
isolates from those which cause ATDS for the reasons I've stated. 

Yours sincerely, 

Dani P. Rolognesi 

P.O. Box 2926 Durham, North Carolina 27710 Telephone (919) 684-3103 


